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The truth of the one substance, the Reality, revealed
in experience to the supra-sensual consciousness as one-
without-a-second, becomes to the sense-mind in experi-
ence the many, full of duality. And finding opposition
between the One and the Many, certain schools of philo-
sophic thought, by way of recognising the higher sanction
of the superconscious experience in which the One alone
is felt, have hastened to affirm the One by a denial of
the Many, as this latter is manifest only to sense experience
which is indeed not to be relied upon for getting at the
Reality, for realising the truth that transcends the sphere
of the senses. But since we find in the scriptures oft-
repeated passages that the One has become the Many and
is expressed or veiled in the Many, it is reasonable to
conclude that the One and the Many are not really
opposed to each other, and the contradiction has no place
in the Reality but is a figment of the enquiring mind.
Hence it is preferable to solve the problem of the Many
by reducing the contradiction, if at all there is any, to a
reconciliation in the Truth itself.

Let us take the instance of a pot. When the form
of the pot is perceived without the knowledge that the
pot is made of clay, no one denies the truth of this form-
or the validity of its perception on the ground that he
has no knowledge of the substance of which it is made,
and thus of the true character of the pot. Similarly we
do not deny the form or its perception when we gain
knowledge of the true nature of the pot, viz., that it is
made of clay. Both the statements that the material of
the pot is clay and that it is of a particular shape, can be
truly made of the pot. The knowledge that the pot is
of clay neither contradicts nor is incompatible with the-